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ABSTRACT

Land is considered the most important agricultural resource due to its
contribution to food and economic welfare. In spite of, land resources is highly
threatened from urban settlements and removal of nutritious surface layers for the
use of bricks, and in addition to overutilization of land and intercropping of
different crops all the year around so as to maximize farmers profits. The main
sources of desertification are climate changes and human activities. Therefore, the
study investigates the main sources of desertification in Middle Egypt, namely;
overpopulation, salinity, inefficient drainage system, leveling of underground
water, and finally its impact on the socioeconomics of farmers. Therefore,
socioeconomics of desertification in this study is addressed as causes and effects.
The methodology of the study is based on the comparison between the
socioeconomics of farmers in both areas affected and non affected by
desertification in Middle Egypt.

The study is divided into 5 chapters in addition to summary in Arabic and
English languages, abstract, bibliography, and annexes. The introduction of the
study includes problem of the study, objectives, methodology, and data sources.
The study concludes the pollutants of the Nile River are not considered as main
source of land deterioration. As a result, the socioeconomic aspects of
desertification are the main causes and effects of desertification in Middle Egypt.
The main aspects of socioeconomics of desertification are: overpopulation, high
growth rate of population of 2.3% in Middle Egypt compared to 1.71% in Egypt,
literacy of 53% for women compared to 32% for men in Middle Egypt, low per
capita cultivated area of 0.112 feddan in Beni Suef (for example). In addition,
mismanagement of land resources is another source of land deterioration including
intensive intercropping, drainage problems, over use of fertilizers and pesticides.

The social aspects have no significant impact on desertification which is
attributed to similar social condition farmers possess in both areas affected and not
affected by desertification. The economic aspects of desertification are profound
where significant differences exist between areas affected by desertification and
those are not affected by desertification. In order to combat desertification more
attention should be given to the following measures: conduct extension training to
farmers on threats of desertification, encourage adoption of new techniques and
practices in such way to prevent deterioration of land resources, conduct education
and awareness programs on problems of intercropping and extensive cultivation,
cleaning drainages and deepening canals, rehabilitation of drainage network
systems, encourage the government to support and subsidize farmers to enhance
land productivity, encourage land reclamation in the new areas, adopt new
techniques of irrigation, set incentives to farmers to participate in programs to
reduce literacy in rural areas, and provide effective awareness programs to farmers
on birth control.
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